Ending Your Tenancy Early in NSW

General information only, current as of early 2026. NSW rental laws change, so confirm the latest details with
NSW Fair Trading before you act. As your managing agent, we will guide you through the correct process.

You can end a periodic agreement by giving the required written notice, generally 21 days. No break
fee applies.

Ending a fixed-term agreement before the end date is known as breaking the lease. If your agreement
includes the standard break-fee clause (for fixed terms of three years or less), the set break fee is:

4 weeks rent if less than 25% of the fixed term has expired
3 weeks rent if 25% or more but less than 50% has expired
2 weeks rent if 50% or more but less than 75% has expired
1 week rent if 75% or more of the fixed term has expired

By mutual agreement with the landlord or managing agent

By applying to the NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal (NCAT) in cases of hardship or special
circumstances

Where the landlord is in breach of the agreement

Certain situations, such as domestic violence, may allow you to end the tenancy without penalty

You are generally responsible for the rent until a new tenant is found or the agreement properly ends,
and for handing the property back clean and in good order. Our vacate cleaning checklist will help.

Full details: NSW Fair Trading - fairtrading.nsw.gov.au
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